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THE MEANDERINGS OF MALINSKY

Having a deslre for solitude, 1 went
the other morning through the Black
Bay to the unpretentious banks of the
Charles, As I came upon the wintry
scene, |t ocenrred to me that perhaps
no where elge in the world were the
turned with thelr backs to-

The thought was up-

houses
wards o river.
permost in my mind when a furred
cpated fndividual pushed against me,
and Malinsky, smoking his cigarette,
extended hia hand.

1 know,"” he said at once, “you went
to get away from the noise, so you
eame to where nothing but ash barrels
look down upon the floating ice.”

‘Exactly,” I replied.

“The same with me,” he rejoined.
“Po you remember it is nearly a year
since we looked in at the ball and dis-
cussed why and who was there,”

“You mean, you discussed,” I in-
terrupted.

“Quite 8o, when two men agree it is
gufficient If one talks. But did you
ever notice that never happens? When
two men agreed they argue more with
each other than when they disagree.
[ tnow a4 man who, to agree with him.
gelf has to talk to himself for three or
four hourd at a time? When he dis-
agrees with himsell he is silent and
his eyes burn with excitement. He
used-to come into my store, and if I
dldn't take care he would snip & roll
of cloth to pieces in his annoyance al
not belng able to convince himself
with hls own Ideas.

“And that reminds me, I regret 1
couldn't go down to the Confereénce
of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations. The greatest flow of
talk ever heard under the sun must
have been heard there, The reports
read as though a dozen Maggldim had
been let loose simultaneously.

“Oh, we are talkers, we Jews. It
doesn't matter whether we came from

Sniposhock or Bayern, we are a power-
ful army of smooshers. Byery one of
us has the gift of the gab! So it is a
hlessing we know several languages.”

“Why?

“Becnuse, one checks the flow of
the other. As spoon as you have Lo
stop and think whether you are speak-
ing German-Yiddizsh, or Yiddish-Ger-
man or plaln Yiddish, you have to
bhe gilent. In a polyvelot parliament ev-
eryhody would be speechless.”

“What are you driving at, Malin
sky?"

“1 would like to get rid of the words
in order to get at the thinking,. You
know how faithfully I read the news-
papers—words,

thought,

words, S0 little
Then the sermons—words,
words. What happens to all the words?
A Catholiec once told me that nothing
perishes. It that is true, some place
must be choked with the human bub-
bub, Washington street, under the Rl
evated must be quiet to the store-
house where dll the verbal wind of
buman kind roams about in

What a

endless
mixed streams. Jumble!
What a confusion there must be there!
Sh! It can't be true. And yet there's
Just such a patch work around us.

e other day 1 asked a man why
two institutions should not unlte, He
answered, “do you believe Jesus ever
liyed?”
of man you don't stop to argue. You
ask him another question, so [ said,
“*‘do you believe in a Chief Rabbi? "
Promptly he rejoined,

Now, If you know that kind

‘Can you tell
me why there should be an organ re-
cital In memory of the son of a baptized
Jew, who wrote very Christian Church
musie? That was gulte a long ques-
tlon, but I reéplied, ‘would it have made
any difference to you if he had written
Chazanouth?' Like a flash he said,
‘wouldn’t he have been Ignored be.
cause he was so Jewish?

"I ¢ould see that we couldn't make
any headway in that fashion, so I
left him, but it did occour to me that
that man got very deep in soms maut-
ters In a few words”

“1 don'y really see it,” 1 ventured to
remark. “It seems to me that wou
began at one end and ended miles and
miles away,”

“What of that? Ordered thought is
fine. Of course, you will tell me that
Hke all Jews, I am a critie, but truly,
I listened the other night to a very
great man, a man all ordered thought,
|l came away Ilmpressed that he man-
aged 'to express a very small ldea in
five thousand words or more. My ques-
tioning friend helped me to under-
stand his pesition by his questions.
Yes, the Jews have troubles, We cut
all things with the sharp edge of our
understanding: and when the under-
stunding ceases we cease to be Jews,

“Did it never oceur to you that
though n Jeéwish man can ery like a
woman he thinks positively like  a
man? Didn't we ervstalize the moral
code in "Ten Waords," and Hilled de-
fined the whole law In five Hebrow
words. When maggldim have nothing
to say they talk by the hour, and when
English. preacherg are in the same
boat they invent ldeas and spread
them over the time limit.

“My Charlle came home the other
night and sat up late mumbling over
words. I asked him what's the trouble.
He told me he was learning a speech.
I looked over the manscript—a regi-
ment of words,. Why all this, 1 asked?
‘I have to speak for fifteen minutes,’
he sald. 1 suggested that he throw it
away and learn to say =omething in
five minutes, Poor boy. he nearly got
a nervous breakdown: he must keep
It up fifteen minntes so he patched up
fourteen hundred words about noth-
Ing."

“Well, what doea It matter?”




